
 

 

If we’re lucky, there’s a moment in the middle of 
Word-Play’s free after-school reading and writing 
programs when everything seems to click.  
 
The kids are happily working away at their writing or 
they’re reading with one of our volunteers, the York 
University Teacher Candidates (TCs) are moving 
around the room laughing with the children, sharing 
stories. Maybe a TYPE staffer filters down to say hello 
or a visiting board member or artist friend drops in.  
 
Awareness of all these moving parts working so well 
together doesn’t last long—there are snacks to prepare, 
stories to read, games to play. But in that fleeting 
moment it’s clear that over the last nine years, Word-
Play has created something incredibly important in the 
Queen West neighbourhood.  
 
Collaboration is the center around which all of this 
circulates. It is an intricate web of connectivity that 
links children, parents, the York TCs and volunteers, as 
well as our host, TYPE books, and its supportive and 
talented staff.  
 
But it also includes our board members and longtime 
supporters, the schools and teachers who recommend 
the kids, and the York profs who send us these engaged 
young people. It includes our high school mentors and 
the artists—writers, bookmakers, animators, 
filmmakers—who come to share their talents. It links us 
to our generous donors who make the free 
programs possible. Moment to moment, 
day to day, collaboration is the 
constant. We are all stronger for these 
connections.  

Word-Play is a community-based non-profit run out of TYPE books in downtown Toronto. We work with elementary-school children 
from local schools to foster a love of reading and writing. All of our free after-school programs are based on the belief that children 

learn through play and that when reading and writing are fun, amazing things can happen. 
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* Did you know that reading fiction can help make you a better 
person? In a study released in summer 2014, York University 

psychologist Raymond Mar suggests reading can help people be 
more empathetic toward others! 

 
*Researchers in Liverpool, England, have shown that joining a 

reading group has helped people suffering from depression. 
Participants report significant improvements in their mental health 

and general well-being after a year in a book club. 
 

*What’s the most important lesson to teach kids about reading? 
Jeffrey Wilhelm and Michael Smith, authors of the recent book, 

Reading Unbound, say teachers and parents need to show kids that 
reading is fun! 

 
         All figures and links to research available at http://www.nationalreadingcampaign.ca 

Reading matters! 
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Make your own adventure 
During the winter term of Word-Play’s 
creative writing workshop, Writing in the 
City, we always focus on a special project.  

One year we made ‘zines, during another 
workshop we wrote stories about our 
neighbourhood and created a window 
display at TYPE. In winter 2014, the 
Writing kids made their own, spectacular 
one-of- a-kind art books.  

Over the first few weeks of January, the 
children wrote their stories, then they set to 
work creating beautiful books whose form 
was suggested by the content of the story.  

One girl wrote a tale that had a particular 
dress as its emotional centre; of course, the book (see above, 

left) had to take the form of a dress. 
Another participant imagined a log book 
and blueprints (right) left by the last man 
on earth. He carefully singed the paper 
and dipped it in tea to make it appear as 
if the book had survived a fiery crash!  

Over the nine weeks of the workshop, 
we were thrilled to host two visiting 
artists. Eunice Luk, an illustrator and 
book artist, inspired us with her 
enthusiasm for art books and her 

helpful 
lesson on 
bookbinding.  
Kalpna Patel, known for 
her work creating TYPE’s renowned 
window displays, also joined us. Kalpna 
motivated the kids to take their books to the next 
creative level with her innovative ideas and 
sense of fun. 

On the last day of the workshop, we hosted 
parents and teachers at an art show/reading. 
Of course, there was cake and lots of laughter. 

We were all proud to show off the kids’ amazing 
creations. 

The graduate: from participant and mentor to teacher candidate 

“I could not 
have dreamed 
of a richer 
learning 
experience…. 
This program 
taught me 
how to be a 
better 
teacher.”—
TC, York U 

 

“It helps my 
daughter build 
her confidence 
and gives her an 
opportunity to 
share her stories 
with new 
friends.”—
Parent, Reading 
in the City 

“Word-Play is 
awesome!”—
Reading in the City 
participant, Grade 4 

When Henry Johnston was in Grade 4 at Niagara Street PS, he began attending Word-Play’s Reading in the City. Later, he returned as a 
high school mentor. Today, Henry is an 18-year-old student at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, doing a concurrent degree in 
education and history. We caught up with him and asked him a few questions about his WP experience. 
 
Q: What did you like about WP when you were a participant? 
A: Every week I could show up expecting engaging and enthusiastic Teacher Candidates. They obviously cared a lot about the program 
and it showed in their ability to entertain a group of kids with new and fun activities. 
Q: Why did you return as a mentor? 
A: I remembered having so much fun and I also wanted to be a role model, as the TCs and mentors were for me.  
Q: Did you learn anything as a WP mentor that you are taking into your teacher education studies? 
A: Yes. It is much easier to teach children if you develop positive relationships with them. Once I got to know the kids, there 
was a noticeable increase in their willingness to challenge their reading skills and learn new things. 

To donate: www.word-play.ca; Word-Play c/o 144 Rushton Rd. Toronto ON M6G 3J1 

“I like the fact 
that we play 
games because 
it’s fun and it gets 
all of us to 
communicate.”—
Writing in the 
City participant, 
Grade 6 


